
COMMISSIONER’S MEETING OF APRIL 14, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 

Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, 

Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Mayor Rochford noted that due to technical difficulties the meeting started later than 

expected and welcomed everyone who was attending. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a motion to waive the read of the minutes to the 

March 10, 2020 Commissioner Meeting and approve them with minor typographical 

changes and/or corrections.  Mayor Rochford seconded the motion.  Commissioner Kasko 

abstained from voting on the motion as he was absent from the March 10, 2020 meeting.  

Mayor Rochford and Commissioner Bianco Bezich voted to approve the minutes as 

amended. 

 

Mayor Rochford announced the Arbor Day proclamation.  Although no public will be 

invited to attend the planting of this year’s Arbor Day Tree, one is scheduled to be planted 

on April 24th.  Pictures of the planting, with information about the tree and location, will be 

posted on our social media once it has been planted.  The Mayor also thanked the Shade 

Tree Commission (STC) and the Department of Public Works (DPW) for their dedication 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions or comments: 

 

2020-04-14-045 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2020-04-14-046 Authorization to Decide Rate of Interest Charged for Non-Payment of 

Taxes Due May 1, 2020 

2020-04-14-047 Authorization for the Payment of Contractual Expenditures and Claims 

Payments in the Event of the Cancellation of a Regularly Scheduled 

Monthly Meeting in 2020 

 

Once Resolution 2020-04-14-048 was introduced, which authorized emergency temporary 

appropriations, Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, asked if the borough was reducing 

expenditures at this time.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the budget being set in this 

resolution is based on last year’s budget; no more and no less.  The Borough is trying to not 

spend more money during this pandemic.  The Borough Administrator further explained 

that the departments are focused on day-to-day operations at this point.  The concern is 

about revenue at this time.  This additional money is only putting in what we need at this 

time.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that each of the departments are tracking 

expenditures related to the pandemic.  Mayor Rochford also noted that DPW is working 

tremendously hard during this emergency due to larger quantities of trash being put out.  

Mr. Hess commented that in other areas, both in this state and others, COVID-19 cases are 

showing up in worker’s compensation claims.  As there were no further questions asked the 

Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions or comments: 

 

2020-04-14-049 Authorization to Approve Appointments – Special Law Enforcement 

Officers, Class II 

 



After Resolution 2020-04-14-050 was introduced, which authorized the Borough to execute 

a grant agreement for a Green Acres Grant, Mr. Hess commented that although he 

appreciates everyone’s hard work, he did not feel that this was a win for open space at 

Bancroft.  He believes that the redevelopment project for that site has taken more and 

more of the eastern side.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the Borough is trying of 

maximize open space, but since the time our Open Space Fund was begun, things have 

changed due to issues at that site.  However, using Green Acres Funds, as well as 

matching that with our Open Space Fund dollars, is a huge win for the town.  Mr. Hess then 

asked if using Green Acres funds protect the Borough against builder’s remedy lawsuits.  

The Administrator replied that it does and that the Radnor Field property will be added to 

our Recreation & Open Space Inventory (ROSI).  Mr. Hess expressed concerns about how 

the Board of Education will utilize that side of the Bancroft property.  As there were no 

further questions asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Next, Resolution 2020-40-14-051 was introduced, which authorizes the signing of an 

Agreement of Sale of Block 13, Lot 25 owned by the Borough, as well as the signing of 

documents for the purchase of Lot 10.07, Lot 11 owned by the Board of Education.  The 

Borough solicitor recommended amending the resolution in the last section starting with 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED” and after the wording “…Borough Clerk are authorized to…” as 

follows: 

 

- Remove the words “attend a closing for the” 

- Add the following to replace what was removed: “sign Deeds and closing 

documents for the following:” and assign a number to each item listed thereafter. 

- The reworded section would be as follows: 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of 

Haddonfield, County of Camden, State of New Jersey that Mayor Neal Rochford 

and attested to by Deanna Bennett, Borough Clerk are authorized to sign Deeds 

and closing documents for the following: 

1. Sale of 4.7 acres lot know as Block 13, Lot 25 to the Haddonfield Board of 

Education; and 

2. Purchase of the 10-90 acre lost known as Block 10.07, Lot 11 from the 

Haddonfield Board of Education.  

 

As there were no questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to amend the 

resolution as recommended by the Borough Solicitor.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously by the Commissioners.  The 

Commissioners then approved the amended resolution unanimously. 

 

Resolution 2020-04-14-052 was then introduced, which authorized the awarding of the 

2020 Road Program project.  Mr. Hess questioned where his street was on the list.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that originally that block was to be included in this year’s work, but it was 

determined that another two blocks of Redman would need work, so that was moved to 

the 2021 schedule for all three blocks.  Mr. Hess then noted that there are issues in the 

crowning of some of the streets paved within the last 5-7 years where cracks in the asphalt 

can be seen.  The Administrator stated that there had been environmental changes 

made to reduce the amount of oil used in the asphalt mixture at that time, which meant 

that the asphalt did not hold together as well resulting in these cracks.  She had already 

started working with the Commissioners to develop a schedule for sealing and coating 

those roads to help lengthen the lifespan of those roads.  As there were no further 

questions or comments made the Commissioner voted unanimously to approve the 

resolution. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions or comments: 



 

2020-04-14-053 Authorization to Award Bid – Stump Grinding Services 

 

The Mayor then opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

Elise Feishans, Walnut Street, asked for a clarification on the waiver provided in Resolution 

2020-04-14-046.  Commissioner Kasko explained that this allowed for second quarter taxes 

to be paid through May 31, 2020 with no interest charged.  However, any taxes still due 

from previous quarters would continue to accrue interest at a rate of 8% for the first $1,500 

and anything over that would be at the rate of 18% per annum.  Additionally, any portion 

of the second quarter taxes not paid by May 31, 2020 would accrue interest in the same 

manner; 8% for portion up to $1,500 and 18% for amounts over that.  Ms. Feishans thanked 

the Commissioners for the diligence during this pandemic and encouraged everyone to 

continue the social distancing guidelines and to stay safe. 

 

Frank Troy, Windsor Avenue, asked the Commissioners if they see an expansion of the 

public meetings held within the Borough, as well as that for the Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (ZB).  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied hat there is an Historic Preservation 

Commission (HPC) meeting scheduled via live streaming for the following evening and 

there is a plan to do web-based meetings for both the ZB and the Planning Board (PB).  

The Administrator explained that we must continue with the HPC, ZB and PB meetings 

because there are statutory deadlines that must be followed, which have not been 

addressed by an Executive Order from the Governor.  The Borough Solicitor expressed 

concerns over how such meetings would be handled and felt that it could be rather 

cumbersome.   

 

Brandon Chandler, Prospect Road, noted that attorney-client discussions can be done 

through breakout rooms available in Zoom. 

 

Mayor Rochford asked if the State had provided a directive on this issue.  To which the 

Administrator replied that there has been no clear-cut guidance.  Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich noted that there are town in New Jersey without websites still. 

 

Mr. Hess commented that if the Borough kept the Bancroft site as open space, then 

people could be out there under social distancing guidelines.  He then suggested having 

a public group to advise on the use of the Open Space Trust Fund. 

 

As there were no further comments made, Mayor Rochford thanked the residents for their 

patience with the hardships.  He has been overwhelmed by the outpouring of support.  He 

also thanked the Borough employees in all the departments for their hard work. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that so many people have been affected by this 

pandemic and the support from everyone has been wonderful.  She encouraged 

everyone to continue checking in with neighbors and loved ones.  Additionally, she 

thanked all the borough employees for their work during this time. 

 

Commissioner Kasko echoes the sentiments already stated by the other Commissioners 

and commented on the wonderful sense of comradery that he has seen throughout the 

community.  He encouraged everyone to stay home, not go out unless necessary and 

follow the recommendations for keeping safe. 

 

Mayor Rochford noted that people can go to the Borough’s website to get information on 

the COVID-19 outbreak, as well as information from the CDC and State on how to stay 

safe. 

 



The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


